
2014 Nassau County Class A Playoff Preview 
 
The forecast for the days leading up to the opening round games included heavy rain, 
thunder, and lightning.  That weather could not be more fitting for the storm that is the 
Nassau County Class A Boys Soccer Championship.  
  
This year’s field is loaded with battle-tested teams, phenomenal individual talent, and 
many potential champions.  If the game of soccer has taught us one thing, it’s that 
anyone can win on any given day, and to expect the unexpected.  There are many 
intriguing match-ups that lie ahead.  Brace yourself for some exciting games.  Below is a 
preview of the first round games:  
 
#1 Great Neck North (9-1-1 Conference A1) won the conference A1 title.  They are led 
by seniors Erik Reiss (8 goals, 6 assists) and Nick ReisGerzog (7 goals, 5 assists) and 
junior Jesus Alvaranga (11 goals, 2 assists). The team has scored 27 goals this season.  
Senior goalkeeper Josh Rashtian has recorded 5 shutouts on the season.  The Blazers 
will host the winner of #16 Seaford (4-2-5 ABC3) and #17 Roosevelt (5-5-1 A2).  Senior 
Rory Cohn (7 goals) helps pace the Seaford offense and Marvin Sandoval (8 goals) 
leads Roosevelt.  
 
#2 Roslyn (9-1-1 A2) won the conference A2 title.  They are led by seniors Zachary 
Moskowitz (11 goals) and Kyle Galin (6 goals, 8 assists).  The team has allowed just 6 
goals this season, thanks to a stingy Roslyn defense and senior goalkeeper Ethan 
Rousso (7 shutouts).  The Bulldogs will host the winner of #15 Floral Park (5-4-2 A2) or 
#18 West Hempstead (5-5-1 ABC3).  Juniors Jonathan Ferone (Floral Park) and 
Fabricio Barbosa (West Hempstead) each have 6 goals for their team. 
 
#3 Friends Academy (8-0-3 ABC3) won the conference ABC3 title and are the only 
class A team without a loss.  Seniors Max Heffron (11 goals, 13 assists) and Gabe 
Patino (6 goals) and junior Merek Glover (8 goals, 3 assists) have found the back of the 
net on 35 of Friends Academy’s regular season goals.  Senior Brandon Rosenbaum has 
recorded 7 shutouts and the team has allowed only 8 games all season.  The Quakers 
will host the winner of #14 Locust Valley (5-4-2 ABC3) or #19 Levittown-Division (5-5-
1 A2).  Seniors Connor Torossian (9 goals) and David Villalobos (8 goals) have each 
assisted on 5 goals for Locust Valley.  Senior Justin Hansen has netted 5 goals and 
juniors Giovanni Lonetti and George Nikitopoulos have each scored 4 goals for 
Levittown-Division.   
 
#4 Lawrence (9-2-0 A2) is led by seniors Francisco Quintanilla (19 goals, 6 assists) and 
Franklin Hernandez (13 goals, 7 assists).  Junior Carlos Martinez has added to the 
scoring with 5 goals and 9 assists.  The team has scored 44 goals on the season.  
Quintanilla is the Nassau County leader in scoring and Martinez is third.  The Golden 
Tornado will face the winner of #13 Southside (5-4-2 A1) or #20 Plainedge (2-2-7 A1).  
Southside is led by seniors Marcotulio Clavasquin, John DeBenedittis, and Alessandro 
Pugliese who have each scored 5 goals.  Plainedge has received scoring from seniors 
Minas Ioannou (6 goals) and James Marchena (3 goals, 5 assists) and juniors Justin 
Pagan (4 goals, 2 assists) and Antonio Pagan (3 goals).  These two teams played to a 1-
1 draw in the regular season. 
 
#5 Island Trees (8-1-2 ABC3) is led by senior Ryan Willoughby (12 goals, 15 assists) 
and junior Matt Jordensen (8 goals).  The roster includes seven underclassmen, and 



freshman Will Lynch has made an immediate impact with 5 goals and 2 assists.  The 
Bulldogs will host the winner of #12 Valley Stream South (6-5-0 A2) or # 21 Mineola (4-
4-3 ABC3).  Juniors Bryant Campbell (8 goals, 2 assists), Alex Castano (4 goals, 3 
assists), and Lionel Monsia (3 goals, 5 assists) and senior Marino Sorbara (4 goals, 2 
assists) lead Valley Stream South.  Seniors Danny Pardo (13 goals, 4 assists) and Eric 
Lopez (4 goals, 3 assists) and sophomore Brandon Mendes (4 goals, 7 assists) lead 
Mineola.   
 
#6 Great Neck South (7-2-2 A1) is led by seniors Samuel Stempler (10 goals, 6 assists) 
and Jarett Greben (4 goals, 5 assists) and sophomores Jorey Garcia (12 goals, 3 
assists) and Daniel Zvi (6 goals, 2 assists).  The Rebels will play the winner of #11 
Bethpage (5-3-3 A2) and #11 Clarke (3-3-5 ABC3).  Bethpage is led by seniors Greg 
Walsh (4 goals, 2 assists) and Daniel Lizarazu and Josue Rivera who have each added 
a pair of goals.  Clarke is led by seniors Tristan Nagal (6 goals), Nick Courtney (2 goals, 
3 assists), and goalkeeper Kevin Mejia (4 shutouts). 
 
#7 Garden City (6-1-4 A1) will host #10 Bellmore Kennedy (4-2-5 A1).  Garden City is 
led by seniors Ray Leto (3 shutouts), defender Johnny Morris, Alex Franco (6 goals), 
junior Chris Tavernese (2 goals, 7 assists), and sophomore Jack McManus (5 goals).  
Bellmore Kennedy is led by seniors Alec Thea and Eric Soto, each netting a pair of 
goals.  Also helping pace the offense is senior Jason Bergman who has tallied 8 assists.  
Senior goalkeeper Jake Silverman recorded 5 of his 29 career shutouts this season.  
The teams drew 1-1 during their regular season match-up on October 14th. 
 
#8 Glen Cove (6-2-3 A2) will host #9 Jericho (5-2-4 A1).  Glen Cove is led by 
sophomores Delwin Hernandez (9 goals, 6 assists) and Michael Morra (5 goals, 2 
assists).  Senior Kevin Shannon has recorded 5 shutouts on the season.  Jericho is 
looking for a four-peat.  They are led by seniors Alex Medolla, Eric Blumberg (3 goals), 
Zach Brown (3 goals, 2 assists), and Selim Can-Mutluer (2 goals) as well as freshmen 
Julian Drew (6 goals, 3 assists) and Tyler McElhinney (6 shutouts).  
 
The 2014 Nassau County Class A Tournament will undoubtedly produce a true 
champion on November 5th, worthy of representing Nassau County in the Class A Long 
Island Championship. 


